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DATE IN THE UNITED STATES UNDER 35 U.S.C. § 120 (37 C.F.R. § 1.78) 

Commissioner for Patents 
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Applicants hereby petition, in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.78(a)(3), the 
Commissioner to accept a delayed claim for benefit of an earlier filing date in the 
United States under 35 U.S.C. § 120 from United States Patent Application No. 
09/788,469, filed February 21, 2001, of which the present application is a 
continuation; and from United States Patent Application No. 09/002,040, filed 
December 31, 1997, of which Application No. 09/788,469 is a divisional. 

(1) The reference required by 35 U.S.C. § 120 and 37 C.F.R. § 1.78(a)(2) to 
the earlier-filed applications whose benefit is claimed is being added to the instant 
specification concurrently herewith in a Reply and Amendment submitted 
October 26, 2004 in the present application. 37 C.F.R. § 1 .78(a)(3)(i). 
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(2) Applicants state that the entire delay between the date the claim was 
due under paragraph (a)(2)(H) of 37 C.F.R. § 1 .78 and the date the claim was filed 
(which is also the date of this petition) was unintentional. 37 C.F.R. § 1.78(a)(3)(iii). 

(3) The surcharge set forth in § 1 .17(t) as required by 37 C.F.R. § 
1 .78(a)(3)(ii) is paid as follows: 

A check in the amount of $1.370.00 in enclosed. 

Charge any additional fees which may be required or credit any overpayment 
to deposit account 02-4800. A duplicate copy of this paper is attached. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Burns, Doane, Swecker & Mathis, l.l.p. 



Date: October 26. 2004 
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